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Heymin Lee: Breathe

We are breathing so we alive, without breathing no life. These days people is so busy to
make their living. The busy life makes people nerves and stressful. Hyemin Lee was same
when she was younger. Full of stress caused heart disease, end up she got a heart surgery in
2012 when she was middle of 40’s. She said “There was nothing when I faced the end of my
life. So I decided to do whatever I want if God gives me another life”. Luckily, God allows
the second life for Lee, which is an artist’s life.

I met Hyemin Lee in Chelsea gallery in 2013 though an artist friend Heejung Cho. She
was very shy to show photo of artworks via cell phone. When she flips photos, I dropped
my jaw because of beautiful works with full of energy. Right away, we decide to have a solo
show and it was one of the best decision of my gallerist life. The show was successful, and
Lee’s artworks have been recognized by museums, galleries, and collectors since the first
solo show with me.

A pillow represents dreams and hopes in Lee’s work. Processing, which selecting colors,
cutting and sewing fabrics to make a miniature pillow, is another artwork. Very meditative
and labor intensive work of the Pillow series is Lee’s signature artwork. Lee said “Making
these pillows was the only way released stress and get recover. I dreamed having a show, I
comforted during create my works”. Her pillow works contain full of positive energy and it
likes artist Hyemin Lee.

One day, Lee’s arm was broken, and she had cast on it. Lee inspired by the process of
healing, and creates another series, The Plaster Bandage. It is a material of the cast, which
help people recover and healing.

Wave, 2017, Video Clip

White Dream, 2017, white bandages, diameter 19.6 inches

Lee purchased many of plaster bandage in order to create visual artworks. Soaking the
material in the water and attaching it on a board at the same time creating wave shapes is
very meditative processing and labor intensive because the artist shouldn’t stop until one
roll or bandage finished. Attaching plaster bandage with creates shadows is very tricky and
complicated process. Finally, Various shadows on white plaster bandages become another
beautiful abstract three-dimensional-painting.

Recently, Lee goes back to video work. She found objects from nature such as a wave of
water and branch of the tree. These nature form looks the shape of heart and visualized
peace for Lee. “I felt very calm when I see these natures”, Lee said. Also, she addresses how
important of find own way to breathe through her artworks.
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